ConA and Histamine activated T cells and their crude sups were assayed for suppressive activity on IgE producing U-266 cell 1ine.Detectable and comparable degree of suppression was obtained using either the co-culture or the supernatant protocols.Separation of the effector population into T4+ and T8+ subsets showed the most effective cells being in the T8+ fraction.Contro1 experiments demonstrated that the IgE down regulation was select since no impairement of a non-immunoglobulin protein such as beta2 microglobulin occurred in the presence of T cell or T cell derived factors. In addition, a number of HTLV I transformed T cell lines were explored for capacity of producing factors able to suppress IgE synthesis in the U-266 cell line and 4 out of 25 cell lines tested could be shown to do this in a constitutive manner. Kinetic studies suggest the inhibition occurring at a transcriptional level. Results: OD was found in 33 of 55 subjects (60%) with asthma and in 4 healthv controls (14%, p<O.Ol). Ten of 18 subjects (56%) with nocturnal or mbrning asthma at ieast 100 days last year had a positive APT as compared to 16% in those with less severe asthma (p<0.01).
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ConA and Histamine activated T cells and their crude sups were assayed for suppressive activity on IgE producing U-266 cell 1ine.Detectable and comparable degree of suppression was obtained using either the co-culture or the supernatant protocols.Separation of the effector population into T4+ and T8+ subsets showed the most effective cells being in the T8+ fraction.Contro1 experiments demonstrated that the IgE down regulation was select since no impairement of a non-immunoglobulin protein such as beta2 microglobulin occurred in the presence of T cell or T cell derived factors. In addition, a number of HTLV I transformed T cell lines were explored for capacity of producing factors able to suppress IgE synthesis in the U-266 cell line and 4 out of 25 cell lines tested could be shown to do this in a constitutive manner. Kinetic studies suggest the inhibition occurring at a transcriptional level. The data indicate the T cell-myeloma system as an interesting model to better define regulation of IgE in Humans. Results: OD was found in 33 of 55 subjects (60%) with asthma and in 4 healthv controls (14%, p<O.Ol). Ten of 18 subjects (56%) with nocturnal or mbrning asthma at ieast 100 days last year had a positive APT as compared to 16% in those with less severe asthma (p<0.01).
OD was as frequent in allergic as in non-allergic asthma. Theophylline or beta -stimulants were not more often used by asthmatics with OD than by2those with normal oesophageal function. In the asthmatic subjects OD-symptoms (acid regurgitation, heartburn, dysphagia) were significantly related to OD (p<0.001).
Conclusion: OD was common in moderate and severe childhood asthma and all patients with OD-symptoms had OD. A positive APT was common in youngsters with frequent nocturnal or morning asthma. This finding supports our hypothesis that nocturnal asthma may be reflexly provoked, by gastro-oesophageal reflux, in patients with an acid hypersensitive oesophagus. 10 patients suffering from systemic reactions to beestings were hyposensitized over 3 years. All patients tolerated a bee stingchallenge one, two, and 3 years after the start of treatment, and after bee venom immunotherapy was discontinued. Almost all of the IgG antibodies were restricted to IgG, and IgG subclasses. Although both rose during treatment, IgG weri maintained at high levels when immunotherapy was discontinued.
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In conclusion, in serum from normal individuals IgG is the predominant main protective antibody. IgG subclass specific antibodies appear as a result of a ripeat antigenic stimulation as in allergen immunotherapy. Our findings of persisting clinical protection and IgG predominant immune response support the protective rol8 of IgG in allergic individuals undergoing a venom hyposensiti-4 zation treatment.
